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    BULLETIN #117 LUNCHEON  MEETING



    November 2019   

Tuesday, November 19, 2019





       

Place:  Scoglio’s Greentree Restaurant, Foster Plaza Building #7 



Arrival Time:  11:30 a.m., Lunch to be served at 12:00 p.m.

Cost of full course meal, including gratuity, tax and guest speaker:  $26.00

MENU:  Broiled Boston Scrod English style.  Chicken Romano will be available upon request for members not wishing to eat fish.  Must specify upon making reservation.
SPEAKERS:  COL Carman DiGiacomo and Joan Bellisario will share with us their travels through Amsterdam, Berlin, Russia, Finland, Norway, Estonia and Denmark in September with their spouses, Dorothy and Peter.  
RESERVATIONS:  It is ESSENTIAL that we advise the restaurant in advance of the number of meals.  Please call or e-mail your reservation into Col Bob Reese at (412) 884-0208 or e-mail rlreese@comcast.net  NLT SATURDAY the 16th of  November.  Significant others and guest are always welcome.  If for some reason at the last minute you cannot attend a luncheon after you have made a reservation please call Scoglio's at (412) 921-1062.
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OCTOBER SPEAKER:  Michael Kraus, Curator of the Soldiers & Sailors Museum shared with us rare photos of events and individuals taken during the Civil War era.  He explained that photography first came into being in the early 1840s; however, the cameras at that time were cumbersome and did not lend themselves to mobility.  By the 1860s the size of cameras enabled the Civil War to be routinely covered and in some cases events were staged for dramatic effect as was the case of photographer Alex Gardner who arranged corpses after the 1862 Battle of Antietam. 
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Kraus explained that the Pittsburgh area contributed to the growing needs of the military during the Civil War with the increased production of iron and armaments produced by the Allegheny Arsenal and Fort Pitt Foundry.    Arms manufacturing included ironclad warships and the world's first 21" heavy artillery gun known as the Rodman Gun, named after its designer artilleryman Thomas Rodman.  The Arsenal produced saddles and other cavalry equipment as well as a significant number of bullets and cartridges.  A disastrous explosion occurred in September of 1862 that killed 78 factory workers.  It was assumed that a horses hoof created a spark which ignited gun powder spread on the floor of the arsenal, which employees failed to keep clean.
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Kraus conveyed the story about General Alexander Hayes and his Aids roading down the Union front, on horseback, dragging three of the confederate Regimental flags shortly after Pickett's charge at Gettysburg.  This marked the end of the Battle of Gettysburg.  
Kraus, displayed a photo of Dog Jack, a mascot and volunteer for the Union Jack.  Dog Jack was a young mastiff who became the best known mascot of the Civil War, because his story was reported by a reporter with Harper's Weekly in 1862.  It was said that Dog Jack begun the war as a Confederate but then joined the Union Army.  
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Kraus's next photo was that of  Marie Tepe, known as "French Mary", who was a French-born vivandiere who fought for the Union army during the Civil War.  Tepe served with the 27th and 114th Pennsylvania Infantry Regiments.  Known throughout the Union Army as "French Mary" she proved to be a most practical camp follower, serving at various times as cook, laundress and nurse to the troops. 
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Kraus wanted to highlight a Civil War general officer who came from Pittsburgh.  James Negley was born in Pittsburgh in 1826.  He was educated in public schools and graduated from the Western University of Pennsylvania, now known as the University of Pittsburgh.  He served in a volunteer regiment, Company K of the Duquesne Greys  during the Mexican American War.  He commanded the Union raid against Chattamooga during the Confederate offensive.  The raid proved to be a successful demonstration of the Union Army's ability to strike deep into the southern territory. After the war Negley was elected to serve in the US Congress.  He died in 1901 and is buried in Allegheny Cemetery in Pittsburgh.
 These were just a few of the many photos Kraus displayed and explained in detail.  
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INDUCTION OF CHAPTER COMMANDER:  COL Reese, on behalf of the Region III Commander, LTC Michael Wilgen, had the honor of inducting Brig Gen Peter Bellisario in as the 71st Chapter Commander.  He was presented with an Assumption of Command Certificate for the program year beginning July 1st, 2019.  This will be his sixth term as Chapter Commander.
The following luncheon meetings have been scheduled for the remainder of the program year 2019-20:

(Meetings are scheduled on Tuesdays and are held at Scoglio’s Greentree Restaurant, unless changed)

Dec 2019 thru Feb 2020 No meetings,  Mar 17, 2020, April 21, 2020, May 19, 2020 (Installation of Officers)

BG Peter C. Bellisario


Commander 


COL Robert L. Reese


Vice Commander & Adjutant


MG George V. Bauer


Chief of Staff & Treasurer


LTC Samuel Wilson


ROTC Awards 


Colonel Paul A. Platek


Historian & Chaplain


CAPT Karl D. Ludwig


Surgeon 


LTC Gary Roberson


Scouting Programs 


COL Richard Latshaw


Veterans Affairs


CAPT Paula Bozdech-Veater


Deployed Troops


LTC William Pentecost


Judge Advocate


MAJ John Skovran


Youth Ldrshp Prog
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